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Mother Center Conference
How do we want to raise our Children?

A
FENTIEE

]

International Mother Center Policy Paper and Platform of Action

I. We are mothers, we are competent, we have joined forces for & batter
future for ourselves, our families and our children

Wa ane women from Mother Centers, Mothar Center Initiathves and other Grassmots
Community Groups. We are fromm 22 counbries. In total ab least 45872 women,
maen and children participate actively in gur groups.

We have come together from November 17-20, 2006 in Bratislava, Slovakia, to
discuss the issue: How do we want bo raise our children?

We have been engaged in a year long campaign on the local level to discuss the
issues of child-raising as they present themsahes in cur daily lhves. We have
gathered & wealth of hands-on practical knowledge from the bottom up, which
needs to be entered into public debate and dedsion making.

30 000 women, men and children from over 75 local groups, Mother Centers and
Mather Center networks workd-wide participated in cur campalgn. What connects
5 &5 our congam . fior tha wali-beaing of our children, We mprosent parents’ voices
fresn Argenting, Bosnis, Bulgaria, Burundi, Cansda, Camaroon, Crech Republic,

 Ghana, Guatemals, Hungary, [tahy, llmlh:- Eerya, Poland, Russia,
Slovak hpuhrr:. The Metherands, Trinidad, Turkey, Uganda and LISA. Tugllhlr will
represent more than 348, 353 Families.

We mothers of all ages from nine to ninety, feel responsbility for ur future as wall
as for the future of our children. 'We ang often Facing social isolation, |adc of appre-
cistion of our work, manginalisation and poverty. We share common probdedms,
values, aims and we have similar strateghes. In all our difference we all darive our
values on a personal level from & deep serse of spintuality.

W ore Sadling with the tak of parentng under cond tions of solation, devalubton,
poverty, high leveds of crime and substance abuse in the commundy, family viclencs
#nd the sswual Bbuse snd prostitution of young children, We e streggling ta
provide basic needs ke a safe place to ve, onosmammated food, water,
shnitation and clean aif, We are thking came of children of all ages, of abandoned
chaldren, of AlDS-prphans. We ane taking cang of the sick and the oid. Our centers
are public lving rooms for all generation.

We deal with our own 8ms, we &re capable of designing feasible solutlons and
wir have the support of sach othor, We aleo want to c-operate with and we seek
support of other members of socety,

0 0 0 0 . oo o [
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II. Mother Centars are a UN accredited Bast Practice to promote haalthy
families and communities. Mother Centers and their networks need
political and financial support.

Mother Centers are being self-created all over the world by women who see the
need of community support for the everyday task of ralsing children, Who see the
nead of recreating community and social coheslon where it has been destroyed by
medemization, by migration, by wars, by totalitarism and colonialism, by inner gty
violence, drugs and alcohl abuse, by nabwral disasters and by the HIV AIDS epidemic.
Maother Cenbers are an answer to the weakening of social ties, family, kin and
neighbourhiood networks in the many different social, cultural and historic settings
currently on our planet. They reinvent family and kinship under contemporary
conditions. They are créating up to dabe support systemns for child-raising in
respanse to ourrent historical conditions and demards, Mother Centers are paving
ways for community parenting and social cobesion, for caring neighbourhoods and
family friendly municipalities.

HMother Centers are a safe and caring space, where mothers of all ages can be
supparted and learn from other morms, a place of easy access, a home outside of
home, @ place to find community and support, a place of recognition and backing
for parenting, & place for diversity and eguality, a place that brings everything
under ane roof, implements a holistic and indusive approsch bo families and com-
munities and recreates neighbourhoods, a place to contribute talents and create
family services, a place to generate civil society, to enter grassroots knowledge
and respurces into public life and public welfare, a place to share valees and to
realize dreams and visions,

HMother Centers provide many benefits to sodety Indueding: quality improvemant of
family child rearing; promation of tolerance and democratic skills; inbegration of
socially weak families; support for better gender, fanrily and neighbourhood relations;
improvement of health for women and children; integration of mbgrants, ethnic
minorities and Indigenous peoples; developrment of knowledge skills and knowiedgpe
resarves; support of compatibility of work and family; community bullding that
inchedes youth; reverse of demographic trends; reform of Institutions; Improvement
of the living environment (habitat); creation of humane forms of ageing; promotion
of peace and intemnational understanding,

Warld wide Mother Centers are struggling far sustainability. They cannot survive
without scoess to public renk free space. They cannot sundve without political
support, and vithout come funding of the centers and thair networcs, Existing
Mother Centeni around the wond face daity challenges: lack of public recognation;
lack of funding; dificulty maintsining grassroots ovwnership snd burmout. Mothes
Center initiatives around the world are struggling to access space and funds o gat
their Mather Centers going.

‘Wa have shared our stores and we have defined the support we noesd.

mine (=




III. We have & mission )

The Mother Center [ntermnational Network (mine), its member nebworks, supporters
and pariners stand for 5 world that values and supports the work of mothers.

we stand for a world that places socal cohesion and community at the base of
social and economic development. 'We stand for a world in which the culture of care
i reintegrated inte public life, we stand for caring community development,

A5 mothers we see the nesd bo invest in a ecological, economscal and socially
sustainable future.

IV, We sea the need for the following policies and measures

We want the waalthy 50 called “developed” countries to acknowledge and address
poverty and racism in their own communities,

We ses the need for the following polices

4 Policies that support welooming structures for chilkdren and families in public e

% Polickes that suppost access to employment and income generation

% Polickes that suppost the compatibiity and balance of work and family

% Polickes that caloulate the value of unpald came work and transate it into sconomic
terms, revealing the enormous, currently ivwisible value of e work

4 Polickes that suppost and resounce the care work of women

& Polickes that recognize, support, preserve and make visible Indigenous culture and
traditions through Indigencas participation and most importantly, the rights of
Indigencus parents/families to ratse their own child/children

4 Policies that allcs women and men to spend quality tire with their children

% Polickes that combat poverty of families and single parents

& Policies thet ackndwledge the expertise and competendes gained by evenyday life
and In informal keaming settings

4 Policies that legitimize parental organized child care

% Polickes that support kindergartens and schooks to cooperate with parents as equal
partners

4 Polickes that indude Mother Centers and other §rassrots Women's groups as equal
partners in kol govemanoe

% Poicies that guarentoe secure tenure and shalter for familes

+ Policies that secume aooess fo safe water, sir and sanitation

o+ Policies that secure family frendly sefvices and family Miendly urban and rural infra-
Sruchure

% Polices that support & healtty and sustainabile natural ervdroament

4 Policies that suppost the equality of men and women

4 Policies that ensure affordable quaity childare

mina.ef)
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We ses the need for the following measures
& Logitimization of the Informal keaming that coours already In the Mother Center

setling

% Support for Incorporation of complemantary Farmal leaming, resulting in
cartification of the practice expertise-gaised in the Mother Centers 5o that for
instance teanage mothers can continue Tormal edecation

% Creaticn of a Global Fund for exchanges and peer leaming between Mothar
Centers and other Grassroots Wamen's Groups world-wide

4 Core Funding for existing Mother Centers and their Networks and creation of a global
fund for the setting up of new Mother Cenbers and their participation in the Mother
Canters networks

% Creaticn of a Global Fund for grassroots women's groups to have rent free acoess
to, b own and to self manage thelr cwn public spaces

% Inbernational foemation and adoption of a Caring Community Tndex

% Invest in women and children at the bucgetary level by implernenting a gender
and family perspective in the use of public rescurces

& Tax redemption for the work of grassrools community groups

% Institute intemational support for two percent of taes to fund NGOS

% Funding of impact studies of Mather Canters on children, families and soclaty

V. We have collectively decided to engage in the following campaigns and
sctions

% Continuation of the How do we want Lo raise our children campaign

< Mothers March on Mothers Day

& We want to work together on the creaticn of an Indigenous Mother's Network as
part of the Inbernational Mother Centers Network

V1. We seek support and partnerships for these policies, measures and
actions from all sectors of sochety

Media

Wiz are able to offer positive stores and deep ifaght IAto Variows Do

We chaflenge the media o publish pesitive news.

Wi do not get enough attention from the media, & we do not Sand for crime, sex
and scandals.

Wi ask the medla to parner with us in making public the posithae solutions as well as
the stones of commumnily and solidarity baing lved mvory dey In o groups and centors.

ming, CC -
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Local Authorities

We sre able to offer postive models of organizing end developeng communities.
Wi ask lncal authorities lo treat us as equal partnars in local governance.

Wiz ame not sufficlently mcognized by loca! authorities and municipal cownclls,

Wi challenge local authariies (o design and implement thetr family palicles WITH
families rather than FOR them,

Fartnership with local authorities, police, the judical System and health werkers
has to begin with listening and procesd to mediation mnd finally faclitating
collaboration.

Institutional Actors and Professionals

W are skilled in raising ouwr children and managing familes, as wall as
arganizations, in practical as well &3 methodological ways.

We challenge professionals to redefine their robe frem being the ones teaching and
defining expertise to the ones engaging in principled and equitable partnerships
with Mother Centers and ather grassroots women's groups.

W are not sufficlently recognized by professionals and institutional actors,

Wi ask professionals bo partner with us to enhance the visibility, recognition and
rermuneration of grassroots women's expertice, and bo be door openers for grass-
roots women's experts to engage on an equitable basis with mainstream nstitutions,

Private Sector

Wiz can offer skilis, gxpertise, endurance and passion to do varous jobs.

We challenge the privale sectorto sdapl corporate ailture to the needs of caneghmers.,
The work of mothers and careglyvers s not sulfician ty recognized by the conporabe
world and the socsl parfners.

We ask the private sector to support community work and grassroots initiatives in
civil sackety.

Sigred on tha Intermational Day of Children's Rights 2006, by:
" Fr 3 y ! - ‘-_,-' i
ke Jorib

/

Mother Center Intemational Metwark Tor Empawarmant (mina)

Union of Slovak Mother Centers

mine.ct i
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